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(54) FUNCTION ADVERTISING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To positively show a function supposed forgotten by a user from the system side to 
the user and to urge the user to master the function by providing this function describing device 
with a selecting part for selecting a function having least using frequency. 
CONSTITUTION: The using frequency of the function of a processor by a user or using time is 
stored in a using frequency storing part 105 to know which function Is not used or which 
function Is not frequently used. Thereby a least frequently used function or a description to be 
displayed in accordance with various conditions is selected by the description selecting part 1 03 
and transmitted to the processor to positively show the selected contents to the user. 
Consequently a incentive for mastering a processor function not known by the user or a 
forgotten function can be given. 
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The following is a partial English translation of exemplary 
portions of non-English language information that may be 
relevant to the issue of patentability of the claims of the present 
application. 

3. DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
EFFECT 

In the above-explained arrangement of the function 
disseminating apparatus, (i) the number-of-utilization-times 
storage section stores, for each function, the number of times 
that a user has utilized a function of a processing apparatus, or 
(ii) a utilization-time storage section stores, for each function, 
utilization-time for which a user has utilized a function of the 
processing apparatus. This clarifies a function that is not 
utilized or a function whose utilization frequency is low. An 
explanation selecting section selects an explanation to be 
displayed, according to the lowest utilization frequency and/ or 
various conditions. Then, the explanation selected by the 
explanation selecting section is conveyed to the processing 
apparatus, thereby actively presenting the explanation to the 
user. This allows the user to have an opportunity to learn a 
function of the processing apparatus which function the user 
does not know or forget. 

EMBODIMENT 

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating an inner arrangement of 
a utilization-condition storage section. 



In an example as illustrated in FIG. 3, the number 
times that a "delete" function is utilized is two. This satisfies 
condition "delete<10" as illustrated in FIG. 8.. 



Please be noted that "delete<10" is described as 
utilization condition according to this publication but there 
no description as to how and why the threshold value of "lO"" 
determined. 
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